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But among all our methods of moving pity or terror,
there is none so absurd and barbarous, and which more
exposes us to the contempt and ridicule of our neighbours,
than that dreadful butchering lof one another, which is
so frequent upon the English stage. -To delight in seeing
men stabbed, poisoned, racked, or impsaled, is certainly
the sign of a cruel temper; and as this is often practised
before the British sudience, several French critics, who
think these are grateful spectacles to us, take occassion
from themto represent usas a people that delight in blood,
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It is indeed very odd to see our stage strewed with car-
casses in the last scenes of a tragedy, and to see in the
wardrobe ot the play-house several daggers, poniards,
wheels, bowls for poison and many of the imstruments
of death.”
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“QOur course will seem too bloody, Caius Cassius,
To cut the head off, and then hack the limbs;
Like wrath in death, and envy afterwards:
For Antony is but a limb of Cesar,
. Let us be sacrificers, but no butchers Caius.
We will stand up against the spirit of Caesar;

And in the spirit of men there is no blood.
* * % *

Let us carve him as a dish fit for the Gods,
Not hew him as a carcass fit for hounds:

* * * This shall make
Our purpose necessary, and not envious;

Which so appearing to the common eyes,
We shall be called purgerers, not murderers.*
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